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Discussion on Conflict and Application of Sports Disciplinary Rules: A Case Study of
Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club V. Asian Football Confederation

LIANG Xiaoying

(Kenneth Wang School of Law, Soochow University , Suzhou 215006 , China)

Abstract: The case of Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club v. Asian Football Federation
showed the conflicts between the new law and the old law, as well as lex specialist and lex generail
in the application of sports disciplinary rules. To resolve such conflicts, it is necessary not only to
clarify the power of choice of rules by the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), but also to draw on
the applicable rules of legal conflicts, that is, the rule of “the advantageous law is superior to the
disadvantageous law" and the rule of "lex specialist degrota legi generail”. And it should be noted
that there's limitations to the rule of "the advantageous law is superior to the disadvantageous law".
Besides, when applying the rule of “lex specialist degrota legi generail”, the Court of Arbitration for
Sport broke through the traditional judgment of lapping of legal provisions that the two provisions
should have constituted a relationship of one containing the other totally, so the reasons for the
award here need to be supplemented. This case suggests that Chinese sports professionals should
make good use of the applicable rules of sports discipline and punishment. At the same time, in or-
der to enable the Chinese stakeholders to better deal with such cases in the future, the domestic
sports discipline rules should be consistent with the international and regional sports discipline rules.
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Table 1 Comparison between the Discipline Guidelines of the Chinese Football Association and the 2018 AFC Code
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