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Abstract: The globalization of sport has brought with it an increasing trend globally of unionization by sports
players and athletes. The paper introduces FIFPro, from its inception in 1965 to its current status as the world
football players' union. It focuses on the attempts, through the history and legislative work of FIFPro, to take the

unionization of players beyond the framework of sports and its future prospects.
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[#1] http://www.fifpro.org/

[7:2] FICA was established in 1998 and its current membership
consists of 7 national PUs from: Australia, England (& Wales),
New Zealand, South Africa, Sri Lanka, the West Indies and
Bangladesh (http://www.thefica.com/).

[7#3)] IRPA was established in 1998 and its current membership
consists of 8 national PUs from: South Africa, England, Australia,
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, France and New Zealand (http://www.
irpa-rugby.com/).

[F£4] In addition to FICA and IRPA, the globalisation of PUs is also
illustrated by the establishment of the World Association of Icehockey
Players Unions (WAIPU; http://www.waipu.org/) in 2007. However,
at presentWAIPU’s member unions are only from Europe, with North
America’s National Hockey League Players’ Association (NHLPA)
and other similar unions yet to join. On top of this, America’s Track
and Field Athletes Association (TFAA) announced after the London
2012 Olympics on 21 September 2012 that it would expand its beyond
America to other athletes’ associations worldwide.

[%5] http://www.ppf.org.uk/

[76] http://www.athletesalliance.org.au/

[%:7] http://www.euathletes.org/

[74:81 http://www.uni-europa.org/Apps/uni.nsf/pages/sec_sportEn
[79] Union Royale Belge des Societes de Football Association ASBL
& others v Jean-Marc Bosman; Case C-415/93. ECR 1-4921.
[7:10] "FIFA Regulations for the Status and Transfer of Players"(2001)
[711] The latest version of FIFA-RSTP came into effect on 1
December 2012 and are available in English at: http://www.fifa.
com/mm/document/affederation/administration/01/95/83/85//regu

lationsstatusandtransfer%5te.pdf

[74:12] FIFA Circularno. 1171 and other circulars are available in English
at: http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/organisation/footballgovernance/
circularletters.html

[713] The amounts of training compensation payable for transfers
of young players can be found in the FIFA-RSTP (2012 version),
including article 20.

[14] When a professional player transfers to a new club during the
course of his contract, the solidarity contribution is a payment of
5% of any transfer fee from the new club to the player’s former
club(s) that were involved in his training and education over the
years. For more details, please refer to the FIFA-RSTP (2012
version), including article 21.

[7:15] Please refer to: http://www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/organisation/

footballgovernance/disputeresolutionchamber/decisions.html
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